CEO Report 2008

This year has come and gone so fast and here we are at the end of the summer looking towards another busy and exciting season ahead.
This past year has seen so many changes taking place it’s hard to keep up. My team of dedicated staff have embraced the changes with enthusiasm and are looking forward to the challenges that are ahead of us all.

After many years of discussion, some of which have been heated and with many  different views raised , we have come to the consensus that we should all be working for the benefit of the disabled skier. I’m happy to report that we are achieving that goal.  The integration of British Ski Club for the Disabled (BSCD) into Disability Snowpsort uk (DSUK) is a huge benefit to our disabled benefactors. The skills and the dedication of everyone who have been involved over the years within BSCD are vital components to the future success of DSUK. I welcome all the groups that have joined and I look forward to working with them in the future.

It is my belief that having all disabled snowsports charities under one umbrella can only make us stronger and improve the access and awareness of snowsports for the disabled. 

It enables us to have very strong pathways for skiers at ground roots right the way through to the elite paralympians as well as volunteers through to adaptive instructors.
I would like to thank Ali Steeds for all her hard work and efforts in bringing everybody to this point.  Ali had a very steep learning curve which, with the help of everybody involved, made her job that much easier. Ali has now moved on to new pastures but she will still be involved with the local groups behind the scenes.

A repeat success was our attendance at the Villars 24hr race which was held in January 2007. We were very lucky this year to have not one but two camera crews following us at the event. One was following the progress of one of our ambassadors Susan Harrison. 
Susan lost a leg in the 7/7 bombings in London. Her first step back onto the snow came in 2006 when she attended one of BSCD’s trips. This was one of the first collaborations between BSCD and DSUK in having one of DSUK instructors Colin McLeish attend the week.  Susan then very kindly agreed to represent us by opening the London ski show. This was covered by BBC North London. They were so impressed by her story that they asked if they could attend the 24hr event to follow Susan. Due to the lack of snow in Europe last season Ski Sunday had a gap in their schedule and when hearing of our team’s attendance at Villars they asked if they could include us in their programme. This was a major publicity boost for the charity.
We received further media coverage in March when we were contacted by the News of the World. They too have been following the progress of a victim of the London bombings. Martine Wright lost both her legs and has strived to regain her independence. The News of the World, while covering another story with Martine, asked her ‘If you could do anything what would you choose?’ Her reply was ‘To ski again’ that quote led the News of the World to us. 

You can learn more about their stories on pages ………..
The British Adaptive ski team (BAST) have changed their name to The British Disabled ski team (BDST) at the request of the athletes themselves. With the help of a full time coach, Jane Stevens, the team have progressed well. This is the first season that the team have been able to employ a full time coach. This was with the help of UK Sport. You will find a more detailed report on the progress of the team on pages ………..
Our collaboration alongside the different companies operating the indoor slopes is progressing well. Dominik, our schools & youth officer, has seen an increase in the amount of lessons he delivers each week at Xscape in Castleford. Because of this it has been highlighted to the management of Xscape the need to train some of their own staff to extend the opportunities for disabled skiers within all of their sites.  Their commitment to this was shown at the end of last season when they sent instructors from all three locations to attend the BASI adaptive course in Zermatt. I have since been in negotiations about DSUK delivering on-going training with their staff with a view to repeat this process. 

Another exciting development is the opening of Chillfactor E at the Trafford Centre in Manchester this November. We have been offered a site within the building that will enable us to build a northern hub. This will also become the British Disabled team’s home venue. I look forward to this new development and will have more to report in up coming newsletters and throughout the year. 
Last season our activity programme was once again quick to fill. The majority of feedback we received was that the weeks were enjoyed by everyone involved. I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the volunteers who gave up their valuable holiday time to enable our members to participate and enjoy what many of us take for granted. All members received this year’s brochure in July. Thank you to my staff in Cairngorm for producing the brochure earlier than usual.  As you can see in the brochure we have included a new resort. Are in Sweden sounds very exciting, being so close to the Arctic Circle will be a new adventure for those who were lucky enough to secure a place on this trip. I look forward to hearing about everyone’s experience.
I have been involved with disabled snowsports for many years and it makes me very proud when I open a letter from one of our skiers on a grim, grey, wet & windy day in the Highlands telling us about the way a trip has changed their outlook on life. It brings a lump to my throat and puts a smile on my face and I know that feeling is shared by every single person involved in this organisation. It highlights to me that all the effort and commitment that is given by you all makes such a difference to many people.

We can all become complacent about what we do in life but to have such an effect on people who need a little more help to achieve what we all take for granted is immeasurable. 

A very BIG THANK YOU from me to every skier, buddy, staff member, trustee and anyone else involved. Here’s to another exciting challenging year. 

